CIA’s Latin actions open old wounds 
in Washington 


ay 


© Terry Atlas ‘isto: thember\ of ~The. Tri-’ 
ybune’s Washington Bureau, _ 


. ASHINGTON—In one of those. 
_ironic twists that are becoming 
-common. in world affairs, the 
ee Centra} Intelligence Agency 
-hélped put mines in‘the ports of Nicara- 
-fua—and they blew-up in Washington. 

> The political explosions in Congress over 
~the mining operation ‘could do: more 
“damage to the Reagan administration's 
. foreign policy than is being done to ships in 


' Nicaraguan harbors. With débate over the < 


~recent debacle. in. iebangn barely . sub- 
wsiding. the mining issueihas embroiled 
‘President Reagan and -Congress :in yet 
‘another - dispute. aboutthe exercise of 
«American power ‘abroad; j:2.07: Beep & 
: [The issue. is the CIA's supposedly covert 
“support for antigovernment :Nicaraguan re- 


“dels. The: administration doesn’t . publicly. 
cedmit lending ‘the 'support, but nobody 
~bothers denying it,either, 7 

ww: Admitted or not, there has been little 
t¥nore than 2 charade of Secrecy for some 
“titne about the-CIA’s role.in financing and 
‘training. the: “Contras,” actually several 
. Separate" anti-Sandinista‘‘groups~:that to- 
Fgether have about 10,000 fighters staging 
attacks from .sarictuaries:-in neighboring 
“Honduras.:  <_ po Sah 

But many ane metubers Ot Congress 
isaid they didn't kné 
Closures last week that ‘the CIA’s not-so- 
“secret war.also included*the mining of 
: Niearagua's.three main harbors, which has 
80. far damaged,at least six cargo ships, 
‘including “as Soviet oil: tanker; brought 
Es atedager at Jeast-thrée’allies,.Britain,: 
“France ‘and Canada; and’ provoked a for- 
{mat complaint by Nicaragua‘to the Inter- 
Rational ourt of Justice. at.The Hague. __ 
i CIA DIRECTOR William. Caséy, dis- 
‘patched to Capitol Hill by the White House 
in an effort to calm Congress, confirmed to 
SIewmakers behind closed doors that CIA 
“personnel were directly involved .in the. 
;Mining, which he said was an effort .to 
“disrupt -Nicaragua’s supplies of weapons 
‘from Cuba and the Soviet Union. .Casey, 
-seeking approval of $21 million in addition- 
*al support for the anti-Sandinista .guerril- 
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ALL THIS couldn't 
have’ come at a. worse 


time for the Reagan admin- 7 
istration—in the midst of a we 
partisan congressional debate ion 
olicies in 


“las, said the Contras are necéssatry to cut about Central American 
tthe weapons flow from the Marxist Ni- 
‘\Cdraguan government to the leftist insur- 
-gents in E] Salvador... ..._. 
y Congress told Reagan last vear not to , 
vittempt to topple the Sandinistas, and the 
‘administration bas asserted: that’ it sup- 
Sports the Contras: only as far as putting 
pressure on Managua ;to_stop, supportin 


said Adin, Iret.] Stansfield Turner, difec- 
= for of the GIA in the Carter administration. 
els : ; : é debate over Covert actions contains 
aput t Fs et ates which Nees pene oe echoes of past CIA operations in places like 
Spr oe isthe aes ara Bevone: th ‘Cuba, Laos, Angola, the Congo {now Zaire) . 
lag ‘ hot Cone Neds, id ern ‘ ©’and Guatemala, where the United States 
earn ” hlgwe ae edpacies ene - ‘has employed covert means in an effort to 
Bot ENG Cure tactics we condemn iter evenis more to Washington’s liking. 
rothers for,’’ said'Sen. Larry Pressier (R.. “Now,- as then, the basic question is 
&D.), as part: of the bipartisan chorus of ynother it is ever wise, moral or even 
criticism about-the mining that. appeared 


én: a tomatnn- for thon nr feasible for the United States to secretly 
‘to doom future funding for the-Contras. interfere in another country’s internal al- 


fairs to promote American foreign policy 
aims. Are’ such things as propaganda, se- 
cret financial aid and covert support for 
paramilitary groups acceptable tools of 
American foreign policy? Is it realistic to 
believe that an open society such as this 
can operate in secret for any Jength of time 
before the activities become widely 


“insurgents elsewhere in Central Americ 


* 


puproar, considering the ‘mining to be 
savothing more than continued U.S. harass- 
ament of the Sandinistas,. whom the White 
“House eds ete eye topple the 'U:S.- 
au ay a overnment of neighboring :E] 
“Salvador. Sources said the mines were 
ndesigned to pro@aée*morenoise than 
\@amage. to vessels;=and “were placed in frown? 
tpuch a way to avoid: violating the letter, if "«-yoyve.-got~to_be able to do covert 
‘mot the spirit, of internationallaw.~ “:.  aotivities from time to time.” Turner said. 
Nicaragua and -haven’t. told .the world policy. If just hasn't been particularly well 
about it,” said Adm: fret.) Bugene Carroll ysed‘in Nicaragua.” : 
- WHERE THE ADMINISTRATION has 
‘erred, he. said, is in proreene with an 
operation that was controversial from the 
start, had undefined goals and lacked 
broad support even within the congression- 
al intelligence committees responsible for 
monitoring CIA operations. 
- In contrast, he points out, “I don’t hear 
anyone complaining about possible covert 
aid to the Afghan rebels."* 
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